
Communities of practice: 
Building an internationally connected practice  

in and for the book arts 
 

Sarah Bodman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Booknesses: Taking Stock of the Book Arts in South Africa 
Colloquium organised by the Department of Visual Art 
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Sitting Room, a travelling exhibition of a sitting room full of artists’ books, touring 2006-2008 in Europe and Mexico. 
Curated by Lucy May Schofield and Tom Sowden, Righton Press, Manchester, Metropolitan University, UK.  
All the books were dispersed for people to pick up from tables, furniture etc. for people to sit and read. 



Arcadia id Est – touring handling exhibition of 110 artists’ 
books on nature/landscape, toured Australia, Europe 
and the USA from 2005-2008.  
 
 
All books and symposium talks archived at:  
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/news-archive/arcadia.htm 



RUKSSIAN Artists’ Books  - Artists’ Books from the UK and Russia, Tsaritsyno State Historical, Architectural, Art and 
Landscape Museum Reserve, Moscow and touring Russia, UK. 2014 – 2015. 
Curators: Sarah Bodman, Mikhail Pogarsky, Vasily Vlasov, Viktor Lukin. The project aimed to demonstrate the unique and 
common features of the artist’s book, presenting works by artists from the UK and Russia united by national artistic traditions. 



Fortynine Coach Seats, Tom Sowden, 2003. Perfect bound book, digital print, edition of 49, 180 x 140 mm 
 
Twentysix Gasoline Stations, Michalis Pichler, 2009. Perfect bound book, 36 pp, offset-printed edition of 600, 180 x 140 mm 
 



Re: Follow-ed (after Hokusai), Rennes, France, 28/09/15 - 03/12/15 at the Cabinet du Livre d'artiste in Rennes, France.  
Edited and curated by Michalis Pichler and Tom Sowden, an exhibition of books by artists in tribute to Ed Ruscha,  
from the curators' collections. See: tomsowden.com and www.buypichler.com 
 



www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk 



Artist’s Book Yearbook 2016 - 2017  
 
The ABYB is a biennial reference 
publication focusing on international 
activity in the field of book arts.  
 
Est 1994, it has been published by 
Impact Press since 2000. 
 
It serves as a resource for artists, 
academics, students, collectors, 
librarians, dealers, publishers and 
researchers, in fact anyone interested in 
artists' books! 
 
The  publication includes essays and 
information on many aspects of the book 
arts, artists' listings, information on book 
arts galleries, archives and collections, 
book arts courses, events, journals, 
bibliographies and reference 
publications, studios and websites, with 
book arts contributors from around the 
world.  
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/
publications/index.html 



http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/publications/artists-book-yearbook.html 

List your artists’ books by 30th May 2017 – it’s free… 









Paper Models: investigating laser-cutting technology to develop new artists' books and paper-based creative 
practice for arts, crafts and design, Tom Sowden. 
 
All findings, cutting and paper guides at: 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/papermodels.html 



Artists’  Books Creative Production and Marketing  
3rd Edition, May 2010 
ISBN 978-1-906501-05-1 
 
Download a free, 87pp PDF version with colour images. 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/publications/index.html 





Antic Ham at the Mainz Small Press fair: http://www.anticham.com  
A great place to meet collectors.  



Download a free, 87pp PDF version with colour images. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/publications/index.html 



Download a free, 87pp PDF version with colour images. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/publications/index.html 



A Manifesto for the Book 
 
Sarah Bodman and Tom Sowden  
A free download 187pp reference publication: A Manifesto for the Book, 
one of the results of a two-year, Arts and Humanities Research Council 
March 2008 - February 2010:  
 
In an arena including digital and traditional artists' publishing formats 
- What will be the canon for the artist's book in the 21st Century? 
 
The research project was a responsive exploration with a collaborative, 
international audience of artists, academics, presses, publishers, 
curators, dealers, collectors and students involved in the field, in order 
to propose an inclusive structure for the academic study, artistic 
practice and historical appreciation of the artist's book.  
 
You can read all of the published outcomes online including, 
interviews, essays, conference papers, case studies and the Manifesto 
for the Book on the project’s home page. 
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



Book Jacket by Sally Alatalo, insulated with shredded romance novels  
http://sararanchouse.com 
 



Unforeseen Alliances  
Anita M-28 (Sally Alatalo) 
 
http://sararanchouse.com 

Legendary, Lexical, Loquacious Love 
Eve Rhymer (Karen Reimer) 
 
http://sararanchouse.com 

Love Takes Two & The Other Side 
Anita M-28 & Sal Clarke (Sally Alatalo) 
 
http://sararanchouse.com 



Seminar 1: How are artists using and investigating new media for publishing?  Where are we going with this?  Where will the books end up? 
A day of presentations and discussions on current and future artists' books and multiples, which looked at aspects of utilising  
the Internet, from building your own website, to contributing to Wikipedia; artists’ use of cellular technology and how we  
might collect future formats of artists’ publishing.  All talks online at: http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



Tom’s deliberately annoying ABTree diagram. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



Some of the ABTree diagrams returned for the project. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



Part of the ABTree-wall from the project, on display at the project’s conference. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html  



Our project looked at Minnesota Center for Book Arts as a model for artists’ book centres: http://www.mnbookarts.org 





http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



New Wave exhibition 2009. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



New Wave: artists’ publishing in the 21st Century (2009) a hands-on room of 133 artists' books, and a reference book 
reading room of contextual publications, proposed an inclusive structure for the book in the digital age, with examples of 
artists’ books, from traditional crafts to experimental works, from unique knitted books to iPod publications, free download e-
books, hypertext works, phone-based works, POD books, letterpress, generative texts, reassemblings, DIY books and so on. 
Each book is archived online at http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



New Wave: artists’ publishing in the 21st Century, online gallery archive http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



Alicja Slowikowska (curator of the Contemporary Polish 
Book Art exhibition series) and Joanna Stokowska (paper 
artist) at the The National Library of Poland, Warsaw, Poland 
  
The Book Art exhibitions include invited artists and open 
calls; there are no limitations on what can be included under 
the Book Art umbrella. Both established and younger artists 
are encouraged to participate and show objects, illustrations, 
fine press books, authors’ books, limited editions, artists’ 
books and book installations. 
www.bookart.pl 
 
http://korespondencja.bookart.pl 
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



Book Art Museum, Lodz.    http://book.art.pl 



Book Art Museum, Lodz 



Tomasz Wilmanski and Joanna Adamczewska at Galeria AT, Poznan, Poland 
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



BOOK AND WHAT NEXT 2 – Galeria AT, Poznan, Poland 
JOANNA ADAMCZEWSKA  Acoustic books (performance) 1991 
 
http://free.art.pl/at/pl/ang/ogalerii.htm 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



BOOK AND WHAT NEXT 8 - Radoslaw Nowakowski   
liberATorium - wolne ksiazki / liberATorium - free books  
Galeria AT, Poland, 2009. http://galeria-at.siteor.pl  
 
Since 1990 the gallery has organised 18 exhibitions in the  
BOOK AND WHAT NEXT cycle. 
 

 
The idea of presenting under the motto of BOOK AND 
WHAT NEXT was established in 1990. The title of this series 
is on one hand a question but also alludes to the basic 
problems of visual and intellectual understanding of the 
book as a work of art.  
 
Since the early 80s Galeria At in Poznan has organised 
exhibitions of books and poetic works by national and 
international artists including Joanna Adamczewska, Ann 
Noël, Wladamar Kremser, Jaap Blonk, Stanislaw Drozdz, 
Kurt Johannessen, Henri Chopin, Babsi Daum, Emmett 
Williams, Sef Peeters. 
 
These exhibitions have also included panel discussions and 
lectures by theorists including Dr Katarzyna Bazarnik and 
Zenon Fajfer. For many years Galeria AT has also collected 
book works and visual sound poetry, building a wide 
collection of works related to this artform.  

BOOK AND WHAT NEXT:  
25 years  
 
New publication edited by 
Tomasz Wilmański, Galeria 
AT, Poznan, Poland. Polish 
and English texts. 2016.  
ISBN 978-83-65578-17-4. 
http://galeria-at.siteor.pl 
 
	



http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 
 
http://liberatorium.com 



Radoslaw Nowakowski at his home in the hamlet of Dabrowa Dolna,  
Poland where most of his artists’ books are based. 
http://liberatorium.com 
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 



NON-DESCRIPTION OF THE HILL 
Radoslaw Nowakowski, Poland. 
http://www.liberatorium.com/gora/gora.html 
 
 



Radoslaw Nowakowski. END OF THE WORLD according to EMERYK.  
“Hasarapasa hypertext tale in four parts about what may happen one hot summer’s day in a few or in a dozen of years 
when p-paper is finally replaced with e-paper”.  http://liberatorium.com/emeryk/brzask.htm 



Katarzyna Bazarnik and Zenon Fajfer, Krakow.  
 
Founders of the Liberature movement. www.liberatura.pl 
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/projects/canon.html 
 
 



Do It Yourself - AKA Build It and They Will Come! 
Or - If it doesn’t exist, make it yourself… 



Artistsbooksonline is a 
collaborative group 
founded by Noelle 
Griffiths.  
 
Artists share the costs of 
stands at book fairs and 
organise group 
exhibitions. 
 
They are not alone… 
 

www.artistsbooksonline.com 



AMBruno is a coalition of artists, established in 2008 with MA Fine Art graduates from Central Saint Martins (part of University of 
the Arts, London, UK); since then, participation has widened to include artists based throughout the UK and internationally.  

http://ambruno.co.uk/projects.html 



It’s free to list your books on Torben Soeborg’s website http://artists-books.eu  



Robert Heather of State Library of Victoria has set up Artist Books 3.0 on Facebook 
(formerly on ning): https://en-gb.facebook.com/artistbooks3.0/  



Library of the Printed Web, founded in 2013 by artist Paul Soulellis 
www.soulellis.com 
 
http://libraryoftheprintedweb.tumblr.com 



Library of the Printed Web, founded in 2013 by artist Paul Soulellis. http://libraryoftheprintedweb.tumblr.com 



Details from the Least Popular, Heidi Neilson, 2013. Digital offset print-on-demand, 208 pages, edition of 50. 
The most plain, uninteresting detail areas from the one hundred least popular images in the Hubble Space Telescope image 
gallery, in order with the least popular first. Accessed on November 30, 2012, the gallery contained 1298 images.    
http://heidineilson.com 
 



Emily Larned, USA:  
 
Established Impractical Labor in 
Service of the Speculative Arts. 
 
A membership organisation for those 
who make experimental or conceptual 
work with obsolete technology.  
 
A socially engaged art project consisting 
of a Union and a Research Institute, 
ILSSA is an evolving publishing and 
public practice platform committed to 
investigating the value of labour and 
mining the potential of the obsolete. 
http://impractical-labor.org 
 

No purpose without action / No action without purpose. Handset & letterpress printed 
for ILSSA Bpt HQ of Local 917 Shop RC. Sent to all ILSSA members. 



Angie Butler’s LENvention 2016 at UWE Bristol with visiting artists from Norway and Australia 
26 artists’ books produced in two days! 

 
https://twitter.com/angelacbutler         http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/events/lenvention.html 



nancycampbell.co.uk 



http://nancycampbell.co.uk/residencies/ 



A pivotal 2010 residency in Greenland, 
was when Campbell was based at 
Upernavik, the most northern museum  
in the world.   
 
 
Her experience of the landscape and 
local community has stayed with her 
since, inspiring artists’ books and her 
new collection of poetry. 
 
http://nancycampbell.co.uk 



The Polar Tombola 
Conceived, produced and performed by Nancy 
Campbell 
 
The Polar Tombola is a live literature event / art 
intervention on endangered Arctic language and 
landscape. It introduces audiences to West 
Greenlandic (Kalaallisut) which has been assigned 
‘vulnerable’ status in UNESCO’s Atlas of World 
Languages in Danger.  
 
Players are asked ‘If you had to lose a word from 
your own language, what would it be?’  
 
Tour Schedule 2016 – 2017  
BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead; 
The Poetry Library, Southbank Centre, London; 
The Polar Museum, Cambridge; 
World Museum, Liverpool; 
Bristol Artists’ Book Event, Arnolfini, Bristol:  
2 April 2017 
 
A Book of Banished Words 
The Polar Tombola: A Book of Banished Words 
will be published in April 2017, with contributions 
from writers and artists including Sarah Bodman, 
Vahni Capildeo, Will Eaves, Pippa Hennessy, 
Nasim Marie Jafry, Lisa Matthews, Phil Owen  
and Richard Price. ISBN 978-0-9928091-2-6 
http://nancycampbell.co.uk/work/artists-books/
polartombola/ 

The Polar Tombola at the Small Publishers 
Fair, November 2015 
Photograph: Caspar Evans / Small 
Publishers Fair 



In this Dark Wood, Elisabeth Tonnard, made from an artist’s residency at Visual Studies Workshop, 
Rochester, NY,  USA, 2008. http://elisabethtonnard.com 
 
 



Womens Studio Workshop - WSW, Rosendale USA:  
  
Studio Workspace Residency  
The Studio Workspace Residency is a four to six week opportunity for artists to work in any of our studio disciplines: 
intaglio, letterpress, papermaking, screenprinting, photography, or ceramics. For this residency, artists pay $200/week,  
plus materials, in exchange for onsite housing and 24/7 studio access. An outside jury chooses the residency recipients. 
 
Apply online at: www.wsworkshop.org/residencies/studio-workspace-residency/ 
 
Spring applications due: October 15, midnight EST. Notification date: via email by December 1 
Length of residency: 4-6 weeks. Residency occurs: the year following application, February through June 
  
 



http://www.wsworkshop.org/opportunity-calendar/ 



Liver & Lights No.38 Manifesto Zine John Bently and Afterabbit.  
“When it comes to Jam, Shoes and Music  - Hand Made is Best!” 
www.liverandlights.co.uk 
 



Liver & Lights No. 9 the Billyman John Bently 1989  
(being some recently discovered fragments and sonnets by William Shakespeare, improved updated and corrected by the 
Billyman, profusely illustrated by him and other assorted urchins). 



Liver and Lights No 10, The Ginge, John Bently, 1990 
www.liverandlights.co.uk 
 

  
Liver & Lights No 15, The Border Saint, John Bently, 
1992. Moulded sculpture box, hand painted. About St 
Cuthbert and his contemporary relevance, possibly.  
 



Many Things of Liver & Lights exhibition at Brixton East in October 2015 of Liver and Lights, artists’ books, stage 
sets and performance costumes. Photographs from Bones & the Aft website: bonesandtheaft.blogspot.co.uk 



Hand printed artists’ 
books by Imi Maufe. 
www.imimaufe.com 



Hand printed books made by Imi Maufe during a  one-year 
VARC residency in Northumberland, UK, working with local 
residents. The finished artefacts travel in a specially made case 
in the mobile library and another that can be toured by bicycle.  



Artist’s book (2012) by Imi from her LK243 UnderSail residency. 
Maufe spent five weeks on board a small sailing boat with the 
Tall Ships Races 2011, sailing from Ireland to Sweden via 
Greenock and Shetland, Scotland and Stavanger, Norway.  



LK243 UnderSail, installation view, including a bunk box full of books, prints, a film and other artefacts, Imi Maufe, 2012.  
The box was slotted into the gap at the end of her bunk on board the ship, a sleeping bunk/workspace measuring 200 x 60 x 
80 cm. The returned postcards, prints and books produced now travel in this box for exhibiting. www.imimaufe.com 
 



Imi Maufe has just completed 
two new books about bikes 
and boats, after an autumn 
residency at Grafikverkstan 
Godsmagasinet (Warehouse 
Workshop), Uttersberg, 
Sweden this autumn, working 
with artist/workshop founder 
Lina Nordenström.  
 
They will be showing new 
artists’ books at BABE, 
Arnolfini, 1-2 April 2017. 
 
www.imimaufe.com 
www.grafikverkstan.se 

Grafikverkstan Godsmagasinet (Warehouse Workshop), Uttersberg, Sweden welcomes visitors and 
runs an artist’s residency programme. 	



The MCBA Prize is the first honour to recognise book art from across 
the field and around the world. The MCBA Prize celebrates the 
diversity of book art and encourages discussion rather than limiting 
recognition to one aspect of this vital field. 
 
A jury of three distinguished leaders in the field of book arts will review 
all submissions, and narrow the field to five finalists. These five works 
will appear on display at Minnesota Center for Book Arts during Book 
Art Biennial 2017. From these five works, the jury will select the 
recipient of this year’s MCBA Prize.  
http://mcbaprize.org 
  
$40.00 USD per entry. DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES May 5, 2017 at 
5pm (Central U.S. time zone). All submissions must be made 
electronically. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF FINALISTS 
The five finalists will be notified by May 29, 2017. The winner will be 
announced at the MCBA Prize Celebration on July 22, 2017. 
All artists who use the book format as their primary means of 
expression are eligible to apply. Accepted works may range from hand-
printed fine press books, to inexpensive pamphlets, to one-of-a-kind 
sculptural works that reference the role of the book in contemporary 
society. All techniques, approaches and methods of creative 
expression will be considered. Work must have been completed since 
April 1, 2015. Collaborative works are eligible with the consent of all 
involved parties.Artists may submit multiple entries. 
  
AWARDS 
Five (5) finalists will each receive a $500 cash award, plus $750 travel/
lodging stipend to attend the Book Art Biennial and MCBA Prize Gala. 
One (1) winner will receive an additional $2000 cash award (in addition 
to the $500 finalist award and $750 travel/lodging stipend to attend the 
Biennial). http://www.mnbookarts.org/biennial/ 
	



From the Center for Artists’ Publications in Bremen, 
Germany - a call for artists’ books. 
 
Artists’ Books for Everything  
 
Deadline 21st April 2017 
 
The Center for Artists’ Publications in Bremen is inviting 
artists from all over the world to contribute to an exhibition 
about the international artist’s book. Until the 21 April 2017, 
artists’ books that have been created in the last five years 
may be handed in under the motto Artists’ Books for 
Everything – Künstlerbücher für Alles – Livres d’artiste pour 
tout. The exhibition intends to offer a broad overview on the 
current development and distribution of artists’ books and to 
show the diversity of this genre.  
 
The exhibition takes place between the 2nd June and 6th 
August 2017 in the Center for Artists’ Publications at the 
Weserburg – Museum of Modern Art in Bremen, Germany. 
 
Additionally, the works will be published in a catalogue. 
Artists’ books produced in a larger print run may be handed 
in (we are not looking for one-of-a kind-works or very small 
editions), works which have been distributed via bookshops, 
galleries or by the artists themselves. 
 
Further information in German, English, French and Spanish 
can be found on the website at: 
http://www.zentrum-kuenstlerpublikationen.de 
 



The London Centre for Book Arts is 
launching a new project called A6 BOOKS. 
The aim is to help promote and distribute 
books, zines and publications by emerging 
artists.  
 
With a simple criteria (work must be A6 
size 105 x 148mm) and an inclusive open-
submission process, we hope to create a 
new pathway for artists to reach their 
readers. 
 
Submissions will be considered for sale at 
the LCBA shop, A6 BOOKS online shop 
(coming soon), and artist book fairs. 
 
If your work is selected, it will be sold at our 
shop on consignment/sale-or-return terms 
which is 40% to the shop and 60% to the 
publisher. We are particularly interested in 
books or publications that have been 
conceived as artworks in their own right, 
and are inexpensive and produced in large 
or open editions rather than limited editions 
or unique books (to borrow from the 
submission guidelines of the great Printed 
Matter). 
 
London Centre for Book Arts is an artist-
run, open-access studio dedicated to book 
arts and artist-led publishing. 
http://www.londonbookarts.org 
submissions@londonbookarts.org 
 



Founded by Simon Ryder, Liverpool Book Art is 
interested in collaborating with artists around the 
world. They have recently taken an exhibition of  
artists’ books to Sarno, Italy and welcome new 
connections. 
 
https://liverpoolbookart.com  



Artists’ Union England. AUE launched publicly on 1st May 2014 as a trade union for professional visual and applied artists.  
As a trade union, run by volunteers, Artists’ Union England aims to represent artists at strategic decision-making levels and 
positively influence the value and role artists play within society. 
	



Dmitry Sayenko  - the ‘primeval’ artist at work in his studio 
in St Petersburg. nikodim-press.blogspot.com 



Dmitry Sayenko, St Petersburg: The Circus – text by Samuel Marshak, images and book by Dmitry Sayenko, 2012, 
edition of 12. www.nikodimpress.blogspot.ru 



Dmitry Sayenko, St Petersburg: The Circus – text by Samuel Marshak, images and book by Dmitry Sayenko, 2012,  
edition of 12. www.nikodimpress.blogspot.ru 



THE ROYAL HUNT. SELECTED HISTORICAL OBSERVATIONS.  
Dmitry Sayenko, December 2016, edition of 15. www.nikodimpress.blogspot.ru 



Dmitry Sayenko, St Petersburg: Regarding the Knights, (in progress, 2017). Last summer I was in France (more exactly in 
Normandy), where I visited a few places connected with famous knights (such as Richard the Lionheart). The atmosphere of these 
castles intuitively suggested to me the "key". Initially, I wrote texts that are interesting to visualise. www.nikodimpress.blogspot.ru 
 



MAI 1968 NOW  
letterpress printed postcard book 
of Situationist International slogans 
from the May 1968 uprising in 
Paris, reinterpreted for the 21st 
century. 
 
Rachel Marsh, Semple Press 



‘The Paris uprising of May 1968 
was the moment that philosophy 
and political theory took to the 
streets.  
 
Situationist International inspired 
graffiti appeared all over Paris – 
often directly quoting Guy Debord 
and Raoul Vaneigem – providing 
a (frequently wry) critique of 
society and advanced capitalism.’ 
 
MAI 1968 NOW  
Rachel Marsh, Semple Press 



‘So what good is a postcard book 
of slogans from 48 years ago?  
 
They still question how we live our 
lives today, and whose rules we 
choose to live by. They call out the 
inequality and what is happening 
to the environment.  
 
They open a door to a different 
way of being, and they leave it up 
to us to decide what that might be 
like. And that's what gives me 
hope. And hope is better than 
despair.’ 
 
MAI 1968 NOW  
Rachel Marsh, Semple Press 
www.semplepress.co.uk 
 



 
 
 
 
Wipe the Slate, Brain Washing from Phone Towers informational pamphlet series, 2015. Sarah Nicholls, printed in an edition of 200 
from wood and metal type and hand carved lino blocks.   
 



‘Wipe the Slate considers debt: what do you owe? Who do you owe it to?, and money: Where does money come from? Where 
does it go? Are there any alternatives to money? Is it really necessary to pay our debts? Couldn’t we just forget about them and 
start over? It argues for debt forgiveness as the moderate approach to a stable society.’ 
 
Wipe the Slate, Brain Washing from Phone Towers informational pamphlet series, 2015. Sarah Nicholls, printed in an edition of 200 
from wood and metal type and hand carved lino blocks.   
 



 
Wipe the Slate, Brain 
Washing from Phone 
Towers informational 
pamphlet series, 2015. 
Sarah Nicholls, printed in 
an edition of 200 from 
wood and metal type and 
hand carved lino blocks.   
 
 
‘Wipe the Slate considers 
debt: what do you owe? 
Who do you owe it to?, 
and money: Where does 
money come from? Where 
does it go? Are there any 
alternatives to money? Is 
it really necessary to pay 
our debts? Couldn’t we 
just forget about them and 
start over? It argues for 
debt forgiveness as the 
moderate approach to a 
stable society.’ 
 
 



Sarah Nicholls: Milky Seas 
 
A publication from the Brain Washing from 
Phone Towers series  
 
www.sarahnicholls.com 
 
  
  
 

Based on Darwin’s recording of a phenomenon at sea, where bioluminescent 
bacteria living on sea creatures (dead or alive) in a mass, can give a milky 
illumination to the water at night.   
	



Sarah Nicholls: Milky Seas. Read it in daylight, then shine a torch on it, then read it again…  www.sarahnicholls.com  
  
 



Tell the Bees, Sarah Nicholls, USA, 2016. ‘We have been robbing the bees for thousands of years. How much do we really know 
about them? How do they live and how do they work? Tell the Bees is an illustrated investigation into bee community, and the 
Summer 2016 Brain Washing from Phone Towers Informational Pamphlet. Produced in a letterpress printed edition of 150 
 



Tell the Bees is the Summer 2016 Brain Washing from Phone Towers Informational Pamphlet. Produced in a letterpress printed 
edition of 150. Learn about the great bee matriarchy, communication as dance, sound construction techniques for the home, how to 
get rid of a layabout mate, and of course, how to make honey.’ Sarah Nicholls 
	



Book Jacket, Otto, 2014. Screenprinted artist’s book in 
orange and green on off-white card, wearable as a jacket 
(ornamental) size folded 14 x 21 cm. http://ottographic.co.uk 



Book Jacket, Otto, 2014.  
http://ottographic.co.uk 





1833km fence Australia 1907 
Codex Event 2 
Australia 
 
Darren Bryant, Jan Davis, Libby Elton, Claudie 
Frock, Sarah Jones, Tim Mosely, Scott Trevelyan 
 
silverwattlebookfoundry.blogspot.com.au 
 



Codex Event 5, Sheet Music For A Jabberwocky Quintet. Taryn Eales, Louise Irving, Sarah Jones & Tim Mosely, 2008 
Handmade Paper, Pulp Printing, 8.2 x 1.75 m 
 
Silverwattle  Bookfoundry 
 
http://silverwattlebookfoundry.blogspot.com.au 











Tim Mosely, Brisbane: Kanage pholu wanda (2014) is one of three artists’ books in Tim Mosely’s Archipelago of 
Remnant Gardens series. It’s an incredibly beautiful and poignant book, made in a variable edition of 11 that took two 
months of printing and another two of compiling and binding.  
 



Kanage pholu wanda is part of Tim Mosely’s creative introduction of literal haptic touch to the reception and evaluation of artists’ 
books. These works also explore that insoluble tension both theoretically and physically, between touch and a Western privileging 
of sight, intermingled with elements from his own experiences. His research to date has used 80 sheets of rainforest plywood to 
produce over 2000 relief prints he has gathered into books. https://www.gccar.com.au/griffith-centre-for-creative-arts-research/
members/full/tim-mosely/ 



Call for EXHIBITORS 
 
GCCAR is very pleased to confirm an exciting collaboration 
with grahame galleries + editions. 
 
The 6th artists’ books + multiples fair 2017 is planned to 
run in conjunction with abbe 2017 over the 6th, 7th and 8th 
of July 2017. 
 
Expressions of interest are invited from artists and 
publishers of artists’ books to exhibit at the 
6th ab+mf 2017. 
 
http://www.grahamegalleries.com.au  
Deadline 31st May 2017.  
Individual books can be submitted for 60 AUD 
 



Swissroll man, Kurt Johannessen, at Oslo Literature 
Hall, 2011, 90 minutes performance. 
(Photos: Rune Teigen). www.zeth.no 



Kurt Johannesen, Norway: Er eg ein frosk? (Am I A Frog?) 
90 mins. Bergen Kunsthall 2008. Photograph: Torill Nøst 

Kurt Johannesen, Norway: Word and Seeds 25 minutes. 
Trondheim, 2017. Photograph: Anita W. Lande 

Kurt Johannesen, 
Norway  
 
Third series of Exercises 
books 2012. The 
previous two books were 
published in 1994 and 
2001.  
 



Kurt Johannessen’s Hair Collection project: 
 
“All those who would like to donate a strand of hair from their 
head to The Hair Collection are welcome to do so. Once in the 
collection, your strand will meet other strands from other heads.  
 
Over time the strands can exchange experiences and enjoy 
fellowship with an increasing number of strands. The strands of 
hair will be together for all time. The collection process began on 
26 March 2009 and will end on 25 March 2019.  
 
Once the collection process has ended, I will produce two books, 
one which will include the names of all who have contributed one 
strand of hair, plus other information about the project.”  
 
The collection started 25 March 2009.  
Hair received by 19 January 2017, 08:05 GMT: 4377.  
Day 3249. Participation 0,0000585% of the worlds population 
Worlds population 7 478 544 123. 93 Embassies as of October 
2016.  
 
Information can be found at www.zeth.no/hair.html If you would 
like to receive information about the development of “The Hair 
Collection” please e-mail me at kurt@zeth.no  
 
I am also looking for new embassies to assist with the collection 
process. Please send me an email if you may like to be an 
embassy. Every year the best collectors will be rewarded. 
 
Kurt Johannessen 
 
www.zeth.no 

 

Just see Sarah during the 
colloquium to donate.  
	



Exercises, series by Kurt Johannessen, 1995 – 2015,  
5 volumes to date. 
www.zeth.no 

 Some of Kurt Johannessen’s exercises: 
 

 Climb to the top of a high mountain.  
Try to stand on your head. 
Then climb back down. 
 
 
Bake bread that looks like an airplane.  
Put it outside and let the birds eat it. 
 
 
Kiss the wind. 
 
 
Follow a snail for a day. 

 
 

Talk friendly to all butterflies you meet.  
See if there are any letters for you the next 
day. 

 
 

 Bury an umbrella on a rainy day. 
 
 
 

Other Other Other Other Exercises 
Kurt Johannessen, 2015 



1.	There	was	an	old	lady	
2.	Another	old	lady	
3.	A	boy	wai6ng	
4.	A	day	just	like	any	other	
5.	Making	bread	
6.	Last	night	
7.	Silent	wolves	
8.	Nothing	
9.	Pulling	up	
10.	Not	believing	
11.	Twilight	
12.	It’s	raining	
13.	Volcano	
14.	Oil	
15.	Winter	
16.	Turn	leO	
17.	No	43	
18.	The	locker	
19.	More	volcanoes	
20.	Bright	orange	
21.	No	rainbow	
22.	Work	
23.	Young	offenders	
24.	Rowing	boat.	
25.	The	world	turns	
26.	197	years	
27.	White	lilies	
28.	That’s	life	
29.	Who	knew?	
30.	My	ancestors	
		
		
		
		
	

31.	The	earth	
32.	Carpe	diem	
33.	Maps	of	the	invisible	world	
34.	A	subversive	s6tch	
35.	A	fork	in	the	road	
36.	Caterpillars	
37.	The	darkness	
38.	Suicide	
39.	Three	ships	
40.	Equa6ons	
41.	It’s	beginning	to	hurt	
42.	Delicacy	
43.	Grains	
44.	Security	
45.	A	burning	ques6on	
46.	Curtailment	
47.	While	memory	lasts	
48.	A	girl	wai6ng	
49.	Gone	fishing	
50.	Authen6city	
51.	Rapunzel	
52.	Silicon	Valley	
53.	Protein	
54.	Motorway	services	
55.	Sacrifice	
56.	Unchartered	democracy	
57.		Premedita6on	
58.	S6lled	lives	
59.	Whiskey,	no	water	
60.	Aleksandr	Solzhenitsyn	
61.	Can	you	pin	your	hopes	on	a	museum?	
62.	Vindica6on	
63.	Collabora6ve	dreaming	for	Dick	Turpin	
64.	Coun6ng	
65.	To	see	what	he	could	see	
	

66.	California	dreaming	
67.	Mise	en	place	
68.	Just	like	the	movies	
69.	The	missing	typewriter	key	
70.	Intolerable	cruelty	
71.	The	daisy	chain	
72.	The	spoiler	
73.	That	unbearable	lightness	
74.	Dust	
75.	Night	work	
76.	Poison	
77.	Not	quite	drowning	
78.	Curtains	
79.	Speed	da6ng	
80.	A	work	in	progress	
81.	Hope	
82.	Pain6ng	by	numbers	
83.	Pulp	fic6on	
84.	The	birds	
85.	Transparent	
86.	Where	the	dead	live	
87.	Supers66on	
88.	The	clearing	
89.	Other	people,	other	rooms	
90.	True	grit	
91.	I	make	my	wallpaper	from	your	postcards	
92.	Ghosts	
93.	Now	I’m	a	cowboy	
94.	Just	add	water	
95.	Paradise	lost	
96.	Knowledge	
97.	Snow	falling	in	daylight	
98.	Deirdre	
99.	Throwaway	
100.	An	exercise	
		
		
		
	

One of Kurt Johannessen’s exercises is - ‘Write 100 stories and bury them in a forest.’ So I did. 



An Exercise for Kurt Johannessen, free download self-assembly book. Photograph by Paul Laidler  
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/news-archive/kurt10/kurtbk.pdf 



Book Art Object, an international book group, founded in 
Australia by Sara Bowen saw 100 members working with the 
100 titles of my short stories.  
 
http://bookartobject.blogspot.co.uk/p/edition-four.html 



Title 41 of the Book Art Object series 4 from An Exercise for Kurt Johannessen. It’s beginning to hurt by Terence Uren, Australia 



World book nights to date: 
Book ish Ness, a collaborative artist’s book and video 2017 
Serena Joy, a collaborative artist’s book and video 2016 
Shine On, a collaborative video and artist’s book, 2015 
Post Office, a collaborative video and booklet, 2014 
Some Small, Good Things, a collaborative video and zine, 2013  
The Secrets of Metahemeralism, a collaborative artist’s book, print edition and video, 2012 
TOAST: A Night on Weevil Lake, a collaborative artist’s book and video, 2011 
Dinner and a Rose, Sarah Bodman & Nancy Campbell, World Book Night 2010 
  
 

Thinking	with	others,	collabora3ve	making…	



Dinner and a Rose, Sarah Bodman & Nancy Campbell, a homage to the novel The Talented Mr Ripley by Patricia Highsmith.  
For World Book Night 2010. An artist’s book commissioned as part of the University of Dundee's AHRC funded project, Poetry 
Beyond Text: Vision, Text and Cognition.  



TOAST: A Night on Weevil Lake, World Book Night, 2011. In tribute to Douglas Coupland's novel The Gum Thief, an evening of 
nothing being cooked, Chinese food having to be ordered in and eaten off of paper plates from Staples. A collaborative artist’s 
book was made from short essays from the perspective of a piece of toast, and a video of the visit to Staples and the evening’s 
work. http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/toast11.htm 



The Secrets of 
Metahemeralism, 2012.  
An artist’s book; our 
collaborative, typed, 
illustrated essay that Bunny 
Corcoran could have written.  
 
 
Made in Oxford on World 
Book Night 23rd April 2012, 
for our project in tribute to The 
Secret History by Donna Tartt. 



Lederpress	print	edi6on	for	World	Book	Night	2012,	produced	by	
	LEN	students	with	Angie	Butler	at	Bower	Ashton	



 
Our 2013 tribute was to Raymond Carver’s collection of stories Cathedral (1983), some of which were used as the basis for 
Robert Altman’s film Short Cuts (1993). We chose the story A Small, Good Thing as the starting point for the collaboration.  
 

An open call invited people to do a small, good thing, write it out on a sheet of paper and send it to us. These were used to 
make a zine and video on the night.  



World Book Night 2014 



Our 2014 tribute was to Charles Bukowski, we asked readers to sum up how they felt about his novel 'Post Office' in three words for 
us to produce an artist's book on the night. Letterpress set by Angie Butler and Hazel Grainger. 
 
Contributors posted, emailed and tweeted their 3 words to us to format into short poems.  
 
The letterpress printed book was produced by the group over the evening, alongside consuming food (and mostly) drink from the 
novel with music for the video played live by Si Butler and Simon Smith.  
 
Writer/artist and postal delivery worker Kevin Boniface also contributed his own daily postal route to the project, with ‘Bucket of 
Crabs’. 
 
https://themostdifficultthingever.blogspot.co.uk/2014/04/world-book-night-special-wednesday-23rd.html 



World Book Night 2015 
On 23/04/15 we produced our annual World Book Night tribute, this time to Stephen King’s magnificent horror novel The 
Shining. Our annual artist’s book and amateur video, invited anyone to read the book and then create a miniature model of 
anything from the text (not something from the film). 
 



We matched the models to text excerpts from the New English Library 
paperback edition of Stephen King’s The Shining, published by Hodder 
and Stoughton in 1993. The novel was first published in 1977.  
 
Shine On. A video of miniature models made in response to Stephen 
King’s book, The Shining, appearing in order of page number 
sequence.  
Filmed on World Book Night, 2015. https://vimeo.com/125857395 
 
An online gallery of all the models produced can be viewed at:  
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/shine-on.htm 

Shine On, a copy of the artist’s book was made for 
each contributor and sent on the return of their models.  
 
Photo below by Jeremy Dixon of his miniature notepad 
and copy of the book received in the post, June 2015. 

Shine On 
World Book Night 2015	



Serena Joy, World Book Night 2016  
40 artists, 16 stampers, one day = Serena Joy 
For Margaret Atwood’s novel The Handmaid’s Tale 







A selection of contributions received of fictional book covers for Book Ish Ness, World Book Night 2017, from:  
Mike Nicholson, Kate Bernstein, Linda Williams, Imi Maufe, Chrystal Cherniwchan. The artist’s book will launch at 



A chance meeting with naturalist and researcher Adrian Shine of the Loch Ness Project http://www.lochnessproject.org guided 
our investigation. He kindly spent time talking to the group about his and others experiences on Loch Ness. 
  
Expectation 
Isolation  
Perception at the point of encounter were his three key tips for any search of Loch Ness. This completely changed how we 
worked with the book over the weekend as we had a new perspective from which to approach the Loch.  



Julie	Caves	pain6ng	with	water	from	Loch	Ness	

Stephen	Fowler	drawing	sigh6ngs	

Star6ng	to	populate	sigh6ngs	in	the	
collabora6ve	rubber	stamp	map	of	Loch	Ness	
and	its	surroundings.	



Our	publica6on	contains	our	expedi6on’s	findings,	along	with	witnesses	
sigh6ngs	and	designs	for	poten6al	book	covers	about	Loch	Ness.		
	
46	ar6sts	from	the	UK,	USA,	Norway,	Sweden,	Germany,	Denmark	sent	in	
artwork	and	photographs.	



Mary Shelley. Frankenstein; or, the Modern Prometheus, was first published in 1818, making 2018 the 200th anniversary, and the 
focus of our project for World Book Night in April. A call for contributors will go out online and in the Book Arts Newsletter. 

World Book Night 2018 – Join us! 



Download the free PDF Book Arts Newsletter for information 
on: 
 
National and International Exhibitions 
Courses and Lectures 
Artist Opportunities 
Book Fairs and Events 
New Artists’ Publications 
Reports and Reviews 
 
Send in news about your new artists’ books, workshops or 
exhibitions… 
 
All deadlines on the download page. 
 
www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk 
 
 



Chip Schilling in Minneapolis reading the BAN online 



Nancy Campbell during her writer-in-
residence at Upernavik Museum, 
Greenland reading the BAN on paper. 

Angie Butler during her artist-
in-residence at weproductions, 
Scotland reading the BAN on 
paper. 



International Courses, Lectures, Conferences, Workshops listings in the Book Arts Newsletter 



International exhibitions listings in the Book Arts Newsletter, see what’s on and send in details of your exhibitions… 



International Opportunities listings in the Book Arts Newsletter – exhibitions, residencies, awards, book fairs… 



New artists’ publications listings in the Book Arts Newsletter – you can list yours – just email info to Sarah.Bodman@uwe.ac.uk 



Reports and Reviews in the Book Arts Newsletter – you can send in – just email to Sarah.Bodman@uwe.ac.uk 



Next deadline 30th March for the mid-April – June 2017 newsletter 
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/newsletters.html 



Any last minute news and opportunities go out on Twitter 



The Blue Notebook 
journal for artists’ books 
 
 
 
 

The Blue Notebook Journal for artists' books,  
est. 2006.  
 
We welcome submissions of writing on artists’ 
books for The Blue Notebook.  
 
Published twice a year, a subscription is 10 GBP 
including international postage.  
 
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/publications/blue-
notebook.html 





Volume 3 No 1 - Robyn Sassen Under covers: South Africa’s apartheid army - an incubator for artists’ books 



 Volume 5 No 1 - Anastasia Denysenko - An overview of Ukrainian Artists’ Books 



Volume 5 No 2 - Dr Anne Hammond - Artists’ Books in Hawai’i: Joining Hands 



Volume 10 No 2 – Spring Summer 2017,  Zines, Journals and Cyprus - Paragraphs of Thoughts. Curated by Omiros Panayides 



Volume 6 No 1 - En Cuba: Siempre hay algo - !Siempre! Steven Daiber’s series of collaborative adventures with artists in 
Cuba on the making of Privacidad: Privacy 



BABE our biennial artist’s book event at Arnolfini, Bristol, UK, next week and again in 2019. 
 
 
Tom and I established BABE in collaboration with Arnolfini in 2007 as we really wanted an 
artist’s book fair to take place in Bristol. It’s grown a lot, with 7000 visitors to each event. 
 
It runs every two years to give people time to plan ahead and make new work 



Live printing with the Double Daggers all weekend in the 
Meeting Room at BABE. Anyone prepared to 'ink up' can 
take a poster away with them.  

BABE 2017: Bristol Artists Book Event  
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd April 2017 
 

   
 
 

Our sixth biennial festival of artist’s book 
making, featuring the work of bookmakers 
and small presses from around the world.  
 
Since 2007, BABE has established a great 
reputation as a relaxed and friendly event to 
meet and chat to book artists about their 
work and buy works of art.  
 
We have 95 exhibitors taking part this  
year from all over the UK, Ireland, The 
Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Norway and 
South Korea. 
 
A programme of performances, live printing, 
interventions, talks and workshops across 
the weekend too. 
 
Get involved using #BABE2017 
 
Maybe see you and/or your books 
there in 2019? 
 

The Polar Tombola – Sunday 11-5. A live literature event / art intervention on endangered Arctic language 
and landscape, conceived, produced and performed by Nancy Campbell.  



www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk    Email: Sarah.Bodman@uwe.ac.uk          
 
Twitter: @SarahBodman    
 


